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factious, and Fox was judged harshly because the materials
for judgment were incomplete and misleading. Patriotism
and the proprieties of the Cabinet system sealed his lips on
the most serious of all the incidents that had Influenced his
suspicions of Shelburne, the behaviour of that Minister in
regard to the paper Franklin sent him discussing the
possible cession of Canada to the United States. Fox's
reasons for resigning must be accepted by everyone who
has followed the correspondence of those months as sub-
stantial and complete In their cumulative force, and perfectly
public spirited In their quality. He was beaten in the
Cabinet on the question of the spontaneous recognition of
the independence of the United States, a matter that he
regarded as vital; he had not been treated with the confi-
dence due to him as a colleague by Shelburne, whose
conduct In replying to an Informal note from Franklin,
without consulting anyone In the Cabinet but Dunning
was censured as warmly by Richmond as by Fox, and he
believed rightly that the whole plan of coercing the Crown
by a Ministry was betrayed by Shelburne's Independent
communications with the King.
These reasons were not only ample, they were Impera-
tive. But they were not reasons that could be displayed
in their full effect to the public, and Shelburne and Pitt
(who joined the Ministry when Fox left It) combined to
create the Impression that Fox had only seceded out of
pique because Shelburne was made Prime Minister Instead of
the undistinguished nobleman whom Fox and his party had
nominated for that office. The whole affair therefore bore
a very disconcerting aspect to men who had regarded Fox
as a disinterested politician, and it bore that aspect because
it was presented In a twilight of mystery and false whispers.
The Rockingham party, it Is true, put forward Portland as
their candidate for the reversion of Rockingham's office, and
Pitt and Shelburne were very quick to turn that proposal
to their own account by denouncing the Inveterate taste of
the party Whigs for government by stately mediocrities. If